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Thank you so much
for your purchase!

Some people cannot get enough of 3<° U ¥ v 7 (dad
jokes). Others would sooner spend the afternoon cleaning the gunk
out of a clogged drain.

For the latter people, we've heard you! This issue has a new
joke form to enjoy. Once you learn the format (like a knock-knock
joke), you can search the internet for many other examples.

It is almost time for the beautiful sakura cherry tree blos-
soms and we decided to make both the beginner and intermediate
readers in this issue about the quintessential Japanese tree, the sa-
kura.

Thank you!
Clay & Yumi

P.S. We just launched Makoto+ a new way to subscribe to this Ma-
koto e-zine. Not only do you get the latest issue (to download), but
you also can access several back issues in a new and interactive web
-format, get exclusive coupons and discounts, and even the occa-
sional freebie. Check it out and let us know what you think:

https://www.thejapanesepage.com/makoto

DOWNLOAD THE MP3s OF THE READER FOR THIS ISSUE:
https://www.thejapanesepage.com/makoto25

THEJAPANSHOP.COM
VOLUME 3 | ISSUE 25 | March 2020

WHO ARE WE?

Nearly two decades ago, Clay & Yu-
mi began TheJapanesePage.com,
one of the Internet's oldest and
largest free Japanese instructional
sites with hundreds of free articles
for beginners of Japanese.

They also maintain
TheJapanShop.com, a webstore
specializing in materials to help
learners of Japanese.

Have any questions or comments?

Contact Clay directly at

clay@thejapanshop.com

In this Issue:

¢ Laughs, Jokes, Riddles, and Puns

¢ Vocabulary: Japanese Proverb

¢ Prefecture Spotlight: Saga

¢ Etymology: Send salt to the enemy
¢ Anime Phrase of the Day

¢ Haiku

+ Kaniji Spotlight: paper

¢ Grammar Time! F£fZ

¢ Japanese Readers: Japanese Cherry

Blossoms (beginner) + Sakura
(Intermediate)
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Intermediate
JLPTN;

[AUCHS, JOHES, RIDDLES, AND PUNS

In English, knock-knock jokes set up a question and answer situation. Let’s explore a

Japanese joke that also has a set formula. This riddle takes two very different things
and points out (a usually convoluted) connection between them. The form is AXH™MF
T.BYA#<. First, look at today’s riddle and then study the meaning and the form be-

low.

I=F 3 LT35¢L kL 4 2

ot B LM ELT. BEABLBEET, 200 E?
Y5655, 1 BVTLLS.

kusatta tamago to kakemashite, jigoujitoku to tokimasu. sono kokoro wa?
dochiramo “kimi” ga warui deshou.

ET % %

[HINT: ¥4 can be “the yellow of an egg” §F D& & or “you” &)

About the form:
RZH T (posing a riddle) % T —riddle H*F—posing (a riddle) [probably shortened

from ¥\ M F5 (to ask a question; to pose a question; to shoot a question)]

A¥H ¥ T—posing question with A and ... [¥ (question marker) + #*3 T (te-form of

T 5 (to pose); te-form conjunctive; “A” can be a word or a sentence]
B¥ f#<{—answer as B [¥ as (quotation marker) + fi#< (to answer; to solve)]

Z D3 E?—what is the meaning? [ ® (that; the) + A& (meaning) + & (topic mark-
er; most likely it is shortened from Z M3 (IfF T L& HH* ? (What would be the
meaning of the answer?); 3 usually means “heart”, but here it means “the true
meaning of the answer” or “the true intention of the answer” which is hidden in
one’s heart to be revealed.)]

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25
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VOCABULARY

Learn Useful Words, Phrases, and Sayings

Japanese Proverb

Look for the MP3 in the download link on the last page.
Lws5L¥w
BHBAE
jlyuu jizai
Free as a bird

Notes: H H jiyuu—freedom; liberty [ H H1RF[H] jiyuu jikan—free time;
time to do what you wish] + H 7£ jizai—able to do as one desires [ H A&
#&% HALIZRE % nihongo o jizai ni hanaseru—To be able to speak Jap-

anese freely]

CwsH LI EFHr>Hx 9 D)
HD=7F, HHBEEIZA T 2/EH,

ano shefu wa, jiyunjizai ni houchou o tsukan.

That chef uses his knife with ease.

H D ano—that

V=7 shefu—chef

BB BRI jiyunjizai ni—freely
ST houchon—knife

i 5 tukan—use

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 5
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PREFECTURE SPOTLIGRT

S N

Saga 1&&

Japanese: Vi R saga ken
Capital: 25 Saga
Population: 815,164 (June 1, 2019)

DID YOU KNOW?

AN
2N
Vo Kyushu'’s smallest prefecture hosts a major
annual hot air balloon festival.

Kanji: =%
Region: KYUSHU 7|

PLACES TO SEE:

e Saga Balloon Fiesta—every November, millions
of spectators come to see hundreds of huge hot air
e Ogi Park—one of the best places in Japan to see balloons fly.
cherry blossoms.

e Surfing and Skiing.
¢ Yoshinogari Site—a large Yayoi archaeological site
with ruins dating back 2,000 years. Ancient struc-
tures have been reconstructed making Yoshinogari * Yutoku Inari Shrine—one of Japan’s three largest
an interesting place to visit. Inari shrines.

e Mochigome—Saga is Japan’s largest producer of
mochigome, sticky rice used in special foods such
as mochi, the traditional rice cake made on New
Year’s Day.

FAMOUS FOR:

e Ceramics and Porcelain—Arita-yaki, Imari-yaki,
and Karatsu-yaki are highly priced porcelain from
the area.

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 6
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JLPTN3

to send salt to an enemy

FATLLEN A U2 g RERLTA ZHRELAT A LB 7z a5
HE[EIRFAC, D E (/—\ODIJJ*”%) ORBE XL, "WARY R TH->TWE
AN eV b Wk [(AY AV IZTETFALA L <
Lic, 75&, %EODF?&TEE)é@?& (5 DHE ) @L*fﬁ}ﬁgi)%iﬁﬁﬁ‘%%m
[ESAA =
T&E L, 2O "L, tksz%of% Iotk%i%fé & &
T Lk B< Tx kb hal Tetehn 7
MU 2155 kmb\iﬁ“ FL D55 2 Hm&/m%zw:%O@Wifoa
HT HFENES L) Toreh HFW LA 2

<, HAFLEAEL L HSLEWVWHI 72T LA DOKHELEALET,

During Warring States Period, Takeda Shingen from Kai no Kuni (today's Yamanashi prefec-
ture) had a problem with not having enough salt. Then, his long-time enemy Uesugi Kenshin
from Echigo (today's Niigata prefecture) sent him the needed salt. From this story, helping
those in need even if they are your enemies is called "sending salt to an enemy". Instead of us-

ing an enemy's weak point to win, fight your enemy with fairness in mind.

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 7
March 2020
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to send salt to an enemy

IZ1F A HALw
BA®D7 14

1’) t* \\v.\AJ

C 3 A tAlw

TRAT— I*iﬁé'-t:t\ Eﬁ\®541€)bi§§=b¢94"‘/€:

"NTLU Z - =8, E"@Eﬁb"(htft%‘)f?’o ni, ﬁik

ﬁi%%

ﬁFTTo

I've heard that a Japanese figure skater lent her tights to her rival when her rival forgot her tights.

This is the attitude of sending salt to an enemy.

H A nihon—Japan

H @ nihon no—Japanese (figure skater) [® is a
modifying particle which basically means “of”, and
here it is modifying 7 4 ¥ = 7 A /r— M EF
(figure skater)]

74X 2T A — MEF figyuasuke-to senshu—
figure skater [7 4 ¥ = 7 A%/ — | (figure skat-
ing) + 127 (player; athlete)]

I wa—(topic particle)

H %> D 7 A 73)Vi% T jibun no raibaru senshu—
one’s rival player [H %7 ® (one’s) + 71 /3L
(rival) + 1% (player)]

75 ga—(a particle that usually marks the gram-

matical subject of a sentence)
A A taitsu—tights
% o—(direct object marker)

ST LE o7 wasurete shimatta—forgot
(accidentally) 541 T is a te-form of S41% (to
forget; to leave carelessly) + L % - 7= (casual past
tense form of L & 9 (to do something by acci-
dent))]

K¢ toki—when...; during...
H 57 @ jibun no—one’s (tights)

B L CTHIT 7 kashite ageta—lent for [ L T
is a te-form of &7 (to lend) + & 177~ (casual
past tense form of & (7% (to give); V-T
form + ! % means to do (something) for

(someone)]

~% 9 T9 ~sou desu—I heard that; it is
said that; people say that [V-casual form + <&
9 T is used to express what something
appears to be based on what one heard from
other people]

Z #uiX kore wa—this

#l teki—enemy; opponent; rival

\Z ni—to

i shio—salt

%% okuru—to send

HEJE taido—attitude; manner; behavior

T desu—is; to be [polite copula]

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25
March 2020
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fINIME / MANGR PHRASE

Surprise your Japanese friends with these phrases

Here are three Secret Arts of the Ninja. Please see the sound files for the
pronunciation

A LA Cw-

S8 D it

bunshin no jutsu

Ninja clone technique

0 A technique used by ninja to create the optical illusion that there are several people through high-speed
movement or magic (illusion); 43 & means “part of oneself” or “other self “ [47 (part) + & (oneself)]. @ is a
modifier, and it also means “of” or s . #ii means technique.

T B
7K tEndk

mizugumo

ninja water-walking shoes; ninja water walking

0 An ancient device that allowed a ninja to walk on water. It is a pair of flat wooden shoes made out of ani-
mal hide stretched over wood. They're used by ninja to displace the weight of the wearer as he walks across the
water, just like the legs of the mizugumo (ZK#I%k, “water strider bugs” [7K (water) + #iI#% (spider)]

B < H Cw-o
RN o i
kakuremi no jutsu

ninja art of camouflage

0 A technique used by ninja to hide from their enemy by camouflaging the body with a cloth that is the same
color and pattern as buildings, trees, grass, bushes, etc. 414 means vanishing from sight (usually via magic,
camouflage, etc) [ (conceal; hide) + & (person)]. ® is a modifier, and it also means “of” or’s . {if means

technique. ) MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 9
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Condensed Japanese Language and Culture

T OITA

| &
Yosa Buson G- 4t

(1716-1784)

Yosa Buson was a Japanese poet and painter during the Edo Peri-
od. Basho, Issa, and Buson are considered to be the greatest poets
of the Edo Period.

X5 SH OB T yORVAN
FEOWF $HDO-0 D70 Ek

haru / no / umi / hinemosu / notari notari / kana
Spring | ’s | sea | all day long |’s | leisurely

FEDiF spring sea; the sea in spring (season) [& (spring); @ ('s); ¥} (sea)]
# H all day long [#¢ H pronounced “shu-jitsu” in modern Japanese]

D72 D7 (onomatopoeia describing the slow moving of the waves) [Imagine
a lazy person moving very slowly in an unwilling manner]

ik (classical sentence ender that shows emotion or surprise; used in old style po-
ems)

This haiku realistically expresses a very calm spring sea which contrasts with the
rougher waves in the winter. Imagine rolling waves shining brilliantly while the

warm wind blows against the seashore. A gentle sound and peaceful sight calms
your mind and may bring a peaceful fishing village scenery into your imagination.

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 10
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 HANJI SPOTLIGHT

Learnmg ka “1 y kan ._.f' ts.

BEGINNER

JLF'I'NS

JLPT N5 Kanji
On: ¥
Kun: # &

’ \ Meaning : paper

Hint: Paper is made up of tiny threads % or fibers.

Stroke Order:

AR AR AT
f A AEAR

Examples:

THA
F4& letter (postal)

bL

Fo#K Japanese style paper
¥ pArZ
7Y #& origami

MBS AH
M 2WE=EITETH,

May I have a paper bag?

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 11
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ABOUT:

“Not yet” or “still.” When & 7 is used to describe events that have not yet occurred, it takes a nega-
tive verb. With affirmative sentences, it means, “still.”

HOW TO USE:
m There is some flexibility in location, but ¥ 72 usually occurs right after the subject or object whose
condition still hasn’t changed.

EXAMPLES:

NANE, EIEER,

The bus still hasn't come.
[bus | as for | as of yet | not come]

I, BT EHD L ITHR?

[s there any pizza left?

[still | pizza | exists |?]
MAKOTO E-ZINE #25 12
March 2020
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Learn through reading for (very) beginners of Japanese

GINNER INTERMEDIATE NINJA!

sy !
o il -t
=)
Suitable for beginners with litle or no knowledge
of Japanese; Approx. JLPT N5 Level

Have you only recently learned hiragana but need practice? Or perhaps, your hiragana is no

problem, but you want to build your reading comprehension?
This segment is here to the rescue!

Read real Japanese—beginner level but not boring Japanese! Enjoy reading flash fiction, su-
per short essays, and funny stories of common mistakes made by foreigners in Japan.

Best of all, the only requirement is that you can read hiragana. Vocabulary and grammar
will be defined and explained.

The format is a little different from our other more advanced readers. The idea is for the
reader to read the entire story three times. Each page will have a sentence or two in hiragana
(with spaces between words for you to see “words” instead of syllables) at the top and that same
content in full Japanese (with furigana) at the bottom. The middle will have the glossary and
grammatical explanations. Lastly, the story will be presented in Japanese without furigana. See
if you can read it after going through the explanations.

If you have just learned hiragana, you may want to listen to the sound file while reading the
hiragana section to practice correct pronunciation. If you have studied Japanese a bit longer,
you may want to start with the bottom version and take note of the glossary for understanding.

The glossary will have the word as it appears in the story but will also give the “dictionary”
form so you can look the word up further.

And now...

Let’s learn about...

IZE A X 72 7

HARDAE R,




The top and bottom Japanese texts are identical in meaning. The top version is only in hiragana and includes spaces between
words. The bottom version has no spaces and uses kanji with furigana. Unless you are just practicing hiragana recognition, try to
work through both versions to improve reading speed, reading comprehension, listening comprehension (with the sound files),
vocabulary, kanji, and grammar. If you don’t feel confident in your understanding, skip to the English translation at the end.

W23 A [ERANEZS

H AR DIE AL

WZIZFA LA 1E, BldZeHx B +& T, E5H & nH L.
LB O i B Ehy I ZEFET,

GLOSSARY AND NOTES
H A N nihonjin—Japanese people [H A (Japan) + A (people)]
X wa—(topic particle)

F{ER o hanami—cherry blossom viewing; flower viewing [the 35 honorific prefix makes it sound very
polite]

73 ga—I(a particle that often marks the grammatical subject of a sentence)
b= suki—like/love something; favorite

T desu—is; to be [polite copula of 7Z]

# haru—spring (season); springtime

(272 % & ni naru to—in (spring) [N + (272 % & expresses the meaning of “when it comes to this period
(or this level)”]

S < & sakura—cherry blossom; cherry tree

® no—(modifying particle to show the type of flower)
{6 hana—flower; blossom

E N\ kirei—beautiful; pretty; fair

TN kirei ni—beautifully

e & ¥4 sakimasu—will bloom

ZiEA LA (A k2 1% 137

HARANIZ, BIERNIFETY, Fihd e, SLLOENRETNWIC

&
bex F£9,
14
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e X 7 I

Hﬁ@f%

EhEh X wEL, AAT T OBIiEARA T WEFET, L5
O Lz I ThboT, &Kb % HT, BIALEY %

fo N ET

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

K tomodachi—friend

K> ya—(such things as) ~ or/and ~ [used to list multiple items (noun) out of a non-exhaustive list (non-
exhaustive connective); it can be used multiple times to list three or more examples]

F I kazoku—family; members of a family

/72 C minna de—together with everyone [# /72 (everyone; everybody) + T (together with)]
AL o hanami—cherry blossom viewing; flower viewing [} honorific prefix]

\Z ni—to

17& £7 ikimasu—will go (to see the cherry blossoms) [ & 9~ form of the verb 17 < (to go)]

LD FIT sakura no shita ni—under the cherry blossom trees [## (cherry blossom tree) + @ (of) +
(under; below; down) + (Z (indicates location of existence)]

J# > T suwatte—sitting and [from the verb Jf£ % (to sit)]

% o—/(direct object marker)

5. C mite—watching (cherry blossom trees) and [from the verb %% (to see; to watch)]
FFY obentou—Japanese lunchbox

B _XFE T tabemasu—to eat [ £ 9 form of the verb &% (to eat)]

LHiEeh »ZE < % 7 2 A Kb LT_ ERE < b
Eé%?%\ﬁhﬁfﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%iﬁ BEOTICEST, %
LD 7=

ﬁf BRYERET,

15
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{ X 7 I

éﬁ@ﬁ%

B3 b ORET, EIrZ=yr KB T LTH TZoLw
TY, Th, &&&E BT & ORTEL BLSA B
l/\i‘a—o

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

B8 osake—alcohol [# (honorific prefix) + i# (alcohol; sounds nicer than /% (without ¥3) which
sounds sort of crude or male speech)]

%t mo—also; too

A F 3 nomimasu—drink [ F 3 form of the verb #X%¢ (to drink)]
v’/ = 7 pikunikku—picnic

T2\ mitai—sort of; similar to; -like

T de—and

& T% totemo—very; so

L LV tanoshii—fun; enjoyable; pleasant
T4 desu—is; to be [polite copula of 7]
T demo—however; but

L & P& tokidoki—sometimes; at times
% o—(direct object marker)

D #H 3 E % nomisugiru—drink (alcohol) excessively; drink too much [from the verb fk#¢ (to drink); V-
F£9 stem + X 5 expresses excessiveness)]

¥ U S A ojisan—older man; mister; middle-aged man; uncle
73 ga—(a particle that usually marks the grammatical subject of a sentence)

WE T imasu—exist [from V% (to exist); it is used when what is present moves by himself/itself
(people or animals)]

T ) =0
BELMMAET, I =y 7B NTETHHELNTT, ThH,
S »

LE EXBEERBTELBLSABVET, 6
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March 2020



iz (ERANEPS

EIK@TP%

Fux., 7oL T, OKATESL BUIA WWHBW L.
WA O iIhAH T BITTH O TI

GLOSSARY AND NOTES
Z¥ulL sore wa—that is

# L < 72V tanoshikunai—not fun; bad [using the negative suffix ~ < 72\ allows you to say what is
“not”; to get the negative form, take the < form ofan \» adjective by removing ~V> and adding ~ <]

T desu—is; to be [polite copula of 7Z]

k79X % nomisugiru—drink (alcohol) excessively; drink too much [from the verb fk#e (to drink); V-
9 stem + X 5 expresses excessiveness]

¥ U & A ojisan—older man; mister; middle-aged man; uncle
LIk igai—with the exception of; except for
X wa—(topic particle)

A A DFEH, nihon no hanami—cherry blossoms viewing in Japan [H A (Japan) + @ (modifying parti-
cle) + fE . (cherry blossoms viewing)]

F79 7% osusume—recommendation; advice; suggestion [# honorific prefix which makes it sound very
polite]

=D
ZHUuE, LRV TT,
AN/ WZIE A 1% 72 7

%ﬁ?%ékbéhu%i AAROIERITI T I HTT,

17
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{ X 7 I

éﬁ@ﬁ%

Now, let’s read the story once more in natural Japanese.

Lastly, check the English translation to make sure you understand.

AARNIE, BRI GETT, FIZRDE, &< DO ET IR
T FET, KEPCFE, HARTBIERIATE £, MO TIE-> T, &%
AT, BAYZENET, BELIRABETS, 67 =2y 7 BRI TETHRE
LT,

TH, LELEEBEERATEDLDBLIADNET, T, HFLL
RNTT, SRATELB LALLM, BAROIERIZIB T T TT,
ENGLISH: (try to save this for last)

Japanese people love cherry blossom viewing. In the spring, the sakura (cherry blossom tree)
flowers bloom beautifully. Friends and family go to see the cherry blossoms together. They sit under
the cherry trees, watch the cherry blossoms, and eat a Japanese bento lunch. Many people drink alco-
hol too. It’s like a picnic, and it’s very fun.

However, at times, middle-aged men drink alcohol too much. That is not fun. [ recommend
cherry blossom viewing in Japan, except when there are older men who drink too much sake.

CULTURAL NOTE:

80% of all cherry trees in Japan are of one kind. This type of tree is called someiyoshino and it is a man-
made variation created during the Edo period. Sakura blossoms only last one to two weeks, but if you
can find a location with many trees, it is a beautiful sight to behold.

KEY VOCABULARY

A7 A nihonjir—Japanese (person) Rt kazoku—iamily

LR hanami—cherry blossoms viewing 1% sakura—cherry tree; cherry blossoms

% haru—spring (season) BHRY obentou—bento; lunchbox

K& tomodachi—friend(s) B8 osake—sake; alcohol

18
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JAPANESE READER
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BEGINNER INTERMEDIATE NINJA!

foy e i Tt 1y
Lfsnellaie
Mastered basic grammar, hundreds of kanji, and
conversational Japanese; Approx. JLPT N3 Level

i A 8<5
Zli@ 1

JAPANESE CHERRY BLOSSOMS
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Work through the story, sentence-by-sentence, referring to the vocabulary and grammar explanations below as needed.

Iz A (EA) W LB g A LA I 72w T
HADHFRLESZIE, & TF, HAANIZ, & PKRIFETT,
EFIYAN RN L7 EL7EDH »Z L LT mdaE »Ho Lx<¢U

i Dt O T T, FECHE, LHBEMHEEEL > TRFEE

EY) D

L7220, BHZIKATZD T 5

HA D% springin Japan [H4 (Japan) + ®
(modifying particle) + & (spring)]

& & Z ¥ speaking of [£ (quotation marker quoting H
Kot + 5% (from 5 9)) + IE (if/when); condi-

tional 3]
Construction:

1. Change u-sound into e-sound (§ 9 — & Z)
2.Add I¥ attheend (§ 2 — & x13); think of ~
& F ZIE as “speaking of”]
#% cherry blossom
H7A A Japanese people

KIUf % to really like/love something [ 3" % (to love) is
mostly used for “to love romantically”]

it D% D T T under the full bloom cherry blossom
trees

it D% cherry blossom in full bloom; cherry blossom
at the peak [{##i[f (full bloom) + @ (modifying parti-
cle that connects the modifying (iififi#l) and the
modified (#%)) ]

“®F T under (cherry blossom); underneath ~ [~® of ~

+ I (under; below; down) + T (indicating the loca-
tion of action)]

KE friend(s)

%> (such things as) ~ or/and ~ [used to list multiple
items (nouns) out of a non-exhaustive list (non-
exhaustive connective); it can be used multiple times
to list examples]

K family; family members
{LEEAfPRE friends from work; coworkers [{1:ZF

(work; job) + {#'f#] (comrade; companion; circle
of friends)]

&8 ¥ o T getting together with [ & (with) + £

¥ 5T (from %% % (to gather)); te-form con-
junctive]

BHE%Z L7720 BHEZAKAT Y T2 (such things

like) eating food or drinking alcohol

B % L eating food or/and [EF % L from BF %
3 5]

729 and/or [a particle used for inexhaustive list of
actions or situations; used once or nested multi-
ple times to list examples of actions or situations:

7= Y Construction : Step 1. Conjugate a verb to
the past tense: 35— L 7z Step2. Add Y:
L7z— L7z Note: although this is construct-
ed with the past tense, 7z Y itself is tenseless.]
$i alcohol [# (honorific prefix) + i#§ (alcohol);

sounds nicer than /¥ without ¥ which would
sound sort of crude or male speech]

fRA 729 drinking [from X3 (to drink) +
9% todo
A7:Y, B7z Y9 % doing such things as A and/or B

7291

[very often 7z ¥ is used in this form]

MAKOTO E-ZINE #25
March 2020
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X 7R A W () TL<H X i3

e LRl EBVwET, BllhoT, 2BKZH[OB L,

% 5 t5EL L
[WOBERLEI 2?2 o tHE#E BTV IS, T X

El X 7 A IZIEA LA bzl K
UAaifFEATHE L, [fER] 27w, HRAD FA 134

ERO

W LWWTY,

L

Z¢% [Z¢& (nominalizing particle turning the pre-  ~& > 724H#% conversations such as
ceding sentence into a noun state so it can be the di-

. . . . . &EWwo7z suchas~[& (quotation marker) +
rect object of this main sentence) + % (direct object [ )

marker)] Vo 7z (from \»9); possibly shortened from &
€. cherry blossom viewing; flower viewing & 272 £ 9 7 (such conversations that says ~),
and & > 72 (fH7%) sounds more concise and

~¢F5WVET iscalledas~[& (quotation marker quot-  formal]

ing {ER) + ¥ 3 (polite of F 9 (to say; to tell Y
1= - P - Y 2 #HE%  (conversation; consultation; discussion)

41T 7% > T when spring comes and [%& (spring) + IC
pring [ pring) 5% Y ¥ 3 begins; (you) start hearing
(to be) + 7z > T (te-form of 72 % (to become); con- (conversations such as ~)
junction)]

7 A Y AITfEA T % & when living in the States

% 4H% % & when (cherry bl tarts to bl
otk when (cherry blossom) starts to bloom [7 XY 7 (the United States) + {C (in) + A T

e % -st f 5% < (to bl B 5 (t .
[ (masu-stem o (to bloom)) + 43 (to \»% (continuous form of £ ¥ (to live)) + &

start~) + & (when/if (indicating a condition))] (when; if; while)]
Vx> when ~D7R DT because there is not~ [2% (topic
B{ER cherry blossom viewing [# (honorific prefix marker) + 7&\» (not exist; not have) + O C
which makes it sound very polite)] (because)]

L X972 shalldo[L &5 (simple volitional form of HAANDHLIZ 1, as aJapanese [HA A (Japanese

9 % (todo)) + 2> (question marker); volitional form person) + @ (modifier) + A (I) + 1% (as for)]

here indicates suggestion, intention or desire; polite . . .
AU LWTT amallittlesad [ L (a little) +

L\ (sad) + T3 (polite copula)]

volitional formis L £ L & 9 ()]

L 3 % to do cherry blossom viewing [short for ¥

{ER %3 % (% is dropped which makes it sound
more casual)] MAKOTO E-ZINE #25
March 2020
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Iy

RN Db AH D xd0b O AN

T, & iz E v, EO M, NEICHEZ 5Tk

BoZ 9 9 BE R4 FOo¥ oL %
T, FRICHELIOLONTWVWEZ %L T, BOXRERD
ICw I L&

ANFZRITT

X T well; now; then [conjunction or interjection] % also; as well; too

JIlD1% & Y by the bank of river; by a river [JI| (river) + % < C many and [te-form of % \>; te-form of an

D (of) + 12 & b (side; usually used for a body of water adjective acting as a conjunctive just like the verb

like rivers, ponds, or lakes; it is not used for the te-form; % { (adverbial form) can be used the
ocean)] same way, just less casual than the te-form con-
junctive]
%  (such things as) ~ or/and ~ [used to list multiple
items out of a non-exhaustive list; non-exhaustive con-  HDAZEX L A C I for the time of graduation
nective| ceremonies or school entrance ceremonies in the
spring

HE D] both sides of the road [i&d (road); i fH]

(both sides; i (both) + fill (side))] #® inspring [ (spring) + @ (in (modifying
both #2£3( and A%¥30)) ]
23 park
%3 graduation ceremony [#3 (graduation)
IC  indicating the surface of a location where some ac-

.. . (ceremon
tion is done + 3L ( y)]

Mz HbhTWET are planted [passive of H% 3 (to % (such things as) and /or [used to list multiple
items out of a non-exhaustive list; non-exhaustive
plant); polite of liZ b TWw3; (T)\Ww3 isthe Connective]
continuous form which indicates a state/condition of
those places where cherry blossom trees have been A3 (school) enrollment ceremony [ A
planted]

(school enrollment (A (enter); ¥ (school))) + Z\

HIICHZ 5TV 3 2 & $% < T there are many (ceremony)]
instances of schools having cherry blossom trees ) ) )
planted (in their) yard 1213 for (the time of the graduation ceremonies or

- - o enrollment ceremonies) [iC (indicates time/
FAZIC at school [%7#% (school) + IC  (indicates the
surface of a location)] occasion/event) + |3 (contrast marker emphasiz-

ing for those time of ceremonies)]
i 2 5 41T % (cherry blossom trees) are planted

Z & occasion; case; fact (of schools having cherry blos-
som trees in their yard)
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ERC) &

I

L) EMBENTHWBEZLL I HVET, 2D B IT,

Lw 3\
[y A 43y ] Lw) AT,

I ES 37 E

Z & L 77w CLAZHTE 5 7
LRI N TR I A A &
1375

N7=HDTT, X DIRITHELKE, L THIFELHLTI,

Hr)EDBENT B LD X HY LT thereare
many times cherry blossoms are in bloom just in time
(for those ceremonies)

H ¥ 9 & exactly; just in time; coincidentally

BTV % is blooming; in bloom [FEV>T w23
(continuous form of "% < (to bloom)); continuous
form (T)\» % indicating continuous state/condition
vs. B < is the action of “to bloom (for flowers to

open)”]

C & time; occasion; fact [nominalizing particle that
turns the preceding sentence into a noun state, mak-
ing it the subject of this sentence]

% also; as well, too

& < & Y £ 3 happens often; exists often [ X < (often) +
»H Y ¥ 3 (polite of 5 (to exist; to have; there is))]

YA AIY )
variety of cherry blossom tree

a name of a popular and well-known

~& W) TESH the kind (of cherry blossom tree) called~
[ 9 (called) + TH%H (variety; kind)]

G [particle that indicates a state/condition; T here is

actually the te-form of the copula 72 which is func-
tioning as a conjunctive (sort of like “and”), instead of

ending the sentence as ~ & \» 5 ffi$H72(<9) and
starting another sentence]

{LFRHRIC in Edo period (1603-1868 ) [{L.J7 (Edo) + IFf

f& (period) + iZ (in (indicating time))]

AN TLHIC artificially [AT#) (man-made; artificial)

+1C (making AL into an adverb; sort of like
the “ly” suffix)]

A I N/ZD D (artificially) created cherry blos-

som tree

4 A X 7z created; brought forth; invented
[passive and past of A& H1F (4T (to give
birth; to bear)) + 113~ (to bring out)]

b @ thing; matter [used as a pronoun for & D%
(or could be 1##H) to avoid repeating the same

word]

ELDRIErE, L THHELHTT flowers
open up before the leaves come out, and it is very
showy

#  leaves [ (leaf) + £ Y (than) + /¢ (before;
ahead of)]
~X Y EIT earlier than ~; ahead of ~ [ & ¥ (than) +

5t (before; ahead) +!C (indicating time)]
1€ flower; blossom

X % blooms and [masu-stem of % < (to bloom)
which is acting as a conjunctive (masu-stem con-

junctive); P&\ > C (te-form conjunctive) would
work too, but the te-form conjunctive would feel
more casual|

#£5°72> showy; brilliant; gorgeous
MAKOTO E-ZINE #25
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koYl & 137 X

EWARKTHIERELEEDTHARTII M &5 213,
I’ I A E

/] EEoTHINL LWV ATREDL Y, HRD B D80 X—+

I x A

I 8

[V A 4=

213 A RN

VIR v A4ay ] %5 TT,

EHWRTHIEZRWEDE B DT since it blooms even
when young

41 WK young tree [#5 > (young) + K (tree)]
Cd even (young tree)
1t flower

X 72>4 % bloom [causative form of B < (to bloom); (%

WARTH)TEDE { would work perfectly fine; the
causative form is used poetically here as if the young
trees have the will to make flowers bloom; this tech-
nique is used fairly often for plants or even non-living
things as a way to express characteristics or features]

DT because; since
HA Tl inJapan [T (in); ¥ (as for)]

REFAE ALY LF>TH LW whenwe
speak of cherry blossom it is safe to say it’s almost al-
ways about someiyoshino

& & Z ¥ speaking of; when we speak about

~&E2oTH L\ issafetosay~[& (quotation mark-
er) + 5 o C (teformof 5 9) +d (even) + & \»
(good); \»\» would work in place of £ \» which

sound more formal than \»\>]

T BWARAD D is popular to the point of ~
[referring the preceding sentence]

~< B\ to the extent that ~; as much as ~ [FYI: strictly

speaking, < 5\ is acting as an adverb modifying &

Y ; however, the @ (modifying particle) can
come after 51> (X BWVD AKX ]

ANx23% Y is popular and [AX. (popularity) + 2%

+ & Y (masu-stem of % (to have; to exist));
masu-stem conjunctive, which sounds like a writ-

ten/spoken narration compared to ® > T (te-

form conjunctive); A5%3% % means "to be pop-
ular”]

HARDM D80 S —k v F 23 [V X432/ ]| 2%
2 T3 it seems 80% of cherry blossom trees in
Japan are someiyoshino

HA® Japanese (cherry blossom) [ is a modify-
ing particle and means “of”; here, it is modifying
#% (cherry blossom of/in Japan); (H“4~-modifier)
® (F-modified)]

HADF:D cherry blossom trees in Japan [the sec-
ond @ is modifying 80-¥—+ ¥ } ; the modifying
particle @ comes between the word it is modify-
ing and the word that’s being modified; (H 4~ D%
modifier) ® (80-¥—+% » }-modified); ® can be
nested multiple times as in this case]

80—+t~ } 80 percent

~72% 9 T3 itissaid that ~; I heard that ~ [72
(affirmative of simple copula) + % 9 (indicates

second-hand information/hearsay) + ¢ 3" (polite
copula)]
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137

[ IR

TFWANATELCH IR A4 3L ) TR, BRI T L,

CLwd k) B L H t<bxrd

EANEEA D5 ne

HmB MW EeRFHTT, Bt TS —DE ALY

Z72 ® b DA

KaeffioTRiblms 452t

Dd %

72\ ~A very [7e\>~A  (very; sounds more formal

than & CT%)]

#2272 showy; gorgeous [na-adjective; 52 2> 7a i ;
DI HEC D> (72) ]

2% although; however; but

JRXUC 72 © 3 < gets diseased easily and...

Ji & illness; sickness

~IZ7mh 3L
[adverbial form of ~IC 72 Y 3 \»; 1T (to (be)) + 7x
Y (masu-stem of 72 % (to become)) + ~% 3 <

(adverbial form of ~%*3"\> (easy to ~)); adverbial
form of i-adjective functioning as a conjunctive (more

easy to become ~ and; to tend to ~ and

casual version is 72 Y £ 3 < T (te-form conjunctive)]

Fa W L DBRHETT the fact that (the tree’s) life
is short is its trait; it is characteristic that the life is
short

FFan 03k life is short; short-lived [# i (life span);

¥\ (short)]

~Z & the fact that ~ [nominalizing particle that makes

the preceding sentence into a noun state; ®
nominalizing particle would work here also; but not in
every case]

R feature; trait; characteristic
B{ER T during/at cherry blossom viewing

~F—DE W A7 b people with bad manners; bad-

mannered people [¥ 7 — (manners) + ® (modifying

particle) + # > (bad) + A7z 5 (people); ¥+ —D
B A72bH and = F — 288w A7 D are exactly
the same here and both can be used. Yes, ® and

2% are interchangeable in this situation. However,
this is ONLY true within a subordinate-clause, not
as the main subject and main predicate. The main
subject is “someiyoshino tree” (hidden), and the

main predicateis fifLCLEH 2 &b DH 5,
example: 7 HiE, X723\ is fine. S HIE, A
ﬁj\g W\ is not correct. However, both 5 H 3.
SR WHTY and S HIZ, JDWWHT
4 are fine]

KEProTFRbIMAI &322 LH 5 thereare

times when (bad mannered people) break branch-
es and take them home

2% #1 - T break a branch and [ (branch); #T -
C (te-form of #T % (to break; to fold)); te-form
conjunctive]

Fib i 5 9 wanting to bring home; trying to bring
home [FfH i 5 9 (simple volitional form of 5
it % (to bring back)); £ )i % (compound verb):

Fib (from £¥2 (to hold)) + %7 5 (to return; to go
back); volitional form is used for expressing inten-
tions, desires, suggestions, soft commands, or
when making a guess. ]

Volitional + & "% to try to do ~; to want to do ~

[& (quotation marker) + 3% (to do)]

b B

there are times when ~; (sometimes) +

happens [ Z & (occasion; time); & % (to exist; to
have)]
MAKOTO E-ZINE #25
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B CrHFAEA W z 7

DTITDH, MIoNEZA2LRIERPAVIAA, it L ZF

AT B

ERel

FZEHDHEZZITT, BMuEI-720, Bx2oF7-20F352 &

=

DT
readers or audiences with things that are not known to
them); ~2°% ) £ §2° (without @) would work also,

but that would lose the subtle emphasis which the
writer is wanting to convey to the readers.]

[® (explanatory particle used to inform the

2% and [this is not “but/although”]

Jroi7z & T A the place where it was broken off [#7
b7z (passive of T % (to break)) +& Z 5 (place) +
25 (from)]

JAIEEA  virus; germ; pathogen [J% (illness) + Ji

(source) + & (germ)]

A Y iA% to go in and; to invade and [masu-stem of
A YiATe (to go in; compound verb); A b (from A %
to enter) + JA ¢ (to pack in); masu-stem conjunctive;

A YiAA T (te-form conjunctive) would work here as
well]

fi#tCTL ¥ 9 to end up with dying [fti#LC (te-form of

fti4L% (plants to die)) + L % 9 (indicates an unfavor-
able outcome)]

~Z L% H % sometimes ~ also happens; there are also
times when ~ happens [Z & (occasion) +% (also) +
» % (toexist); b replaces 7* (subject marker in C

LB 5B)]

"% 9T theysay ~; it is said ~; | heard that ~

[%Z 9 indicates secondhand information/hearsay]

B %4#r-7-Y breaking branches or [£ (branch) +
% (direct object marker) + #7 > 72 ¥ (from #7 %
(to break)) + 7z ¥ (and/or); remember the 7z ¥

construction w <simple past form + ¥ > ]

5% 213729 9 % do things like hurting (the trees)
(BE%E2F 729 (from E%21F % (to hurt ~; to
scar ~)); {5 (scar) + % (direct object marker) +

I % (toattach); % (todo)]
~72 Y. ~729 9% do such things like ~ or, or ~

~Z ¢t

[Z & (nominalizing particle making the

preceding sentence into a noun state); ©® nomi-
nalizing particle can be used here as well]

I% as for; regarding [contrast marker making em-
phasis; the preceding sentence is actually the di-
rect object of the main sentence, therefore gram-

matically, % can be used in place of |%; however,

I3 is sort of calling the reader’s attention to a
strong point that the author of this article is trying
to make]
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Fortun ni CiEA ECh
frticedEL &9, XT 19124EIC 7 A U AICHAD B A
< Hb 5

Eonc, 7vv P yDCOFR vy Z)IlDgL DICHEZ bNE

na Wb Y AZb

L7, FIC—E,

%

LRI b REALLY, XL —FELEEDT

faxfice®E L X 9 let’s never do; absolutely don’t do

#axfiC absolutely; never (when used with a negative
ending)

O ZEL & H let's not do ~ [Literally, “let’s stop~"; ¥ ®
(masu-from of £® % (to stop; to end; to quit)) +
¥ L X 9 (polite volitional form which is used here for

a polite command/suggestion); ¥ ¥ L x 7 is used
often on “don’t do~" signs in public spaces]

X T now; by the way [conjunction used between sen-
tences or paragraphs]

19124F 1T in1912 [IC (in)]

7 X U 41T to the United States [~ can be used in

place of IZ]

% & #1C were sent and [te-form of 3% 5 1 % which is

passive of 1% % (to send); conjunctive]

7y v b vDCOFR v 7]l
Washington DC

Potomac river in

D13 & Y IT at the river bank of [I% & Y (by the side of);

used only for bodies of water except the ocean; I
(indicates location)]

fi 2 b4 % L 72 were planted [polite and past of
fii 2 © 1% which is passive of il 2 % (to plant)]

FIC—JE once ayear [F (year) + (T (in/per) +
— (one) + & (counter for occurrences/

occasions); example: 1 IC & (twice a week)]

IARAIKOEBEASLZY N — PR LZY T 5%

Y Cherry Blossom festival that has events like
selecting Miss Cherry Blossom or parades

I X XK b Miss Cherry Blossom

(~%)i#EATZY selecting ~ or... (5% (to choose; to
select) + 72 Y (aversionof 720 ); 720
construction w <simple past form+ ¥ > 729

becomes 72 Y depending on the past form of the
verb]

XL —F% L7 Y 3% doing such things like a pa-
rades [/ — F% 3 % (to have a parade) + 7z ¥
3 % (doing things like (having a parade))]
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I bED [0>) C 2w R
[ R0 PRRE»NET, XENEX, Vv b vDCO ¥ D

n& L Lxodwn

JERZ T LEL X9,

(23)B2>41 % 3 is taken place [polite and passive of Ffl { (to open); often used as “to take place” for events,
sort of like the opening of the curtain for a stage play]

XAl in the next issue [X (next) + [0 (episode; installment (counter for occurrences)) + (% (as for)]
7 v b DCO  in Washington DC

P DJES  the history of cherry blossom [£E52  (history)]

(~%) ZTHMLEL & 9 (we) will introduce ~; (we) shall introduce ~ [Z (honorific prefix) + #H/1
(introduction) + L ¥ L X 9 (polite volitional form of #1413 % (to introduce)); L (masu-stem of 3°%) +

¥ L & 9 (polite volitional-derived from % 3°); simple volitional is #4/1 L &£ 9 ; in this case, the volitional

form is used for expressing an intention]
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Japanese Cherry Blossoms
English Summary

Please try to tackle the Japanese first and use this only as needed.

When speaking of spring in Japan, one immediately thinks of sakura cherry blossoms. Japanese
people really love sakura blossoms. Gathering with friends, family members, and coworkers under a
full bloom cherry blossom tree to eat food or drink alcohol is called "hanami" or "cherry blossom view-
ing." When spring comes and cherry blossom trees start to bloom, you will hear questions such as,
“When shall we go cherry blossom viewing?” As a Japanese living in the United States, | am a little sad
because | can't easily experience "hanami" here.

Cherry blossom trees are planted in places like the banks of rivers, on the sides of roads, and in
parks. Many schools have cherry blossom trees planted in their schoolyard, and oftentimes, the cherry
blossom trees are in bloom just in time for the school’s graduation or enrollment ceremonies. This
type of cherry blossom tree is called “someiyoshino.” It was artificially created in the Edo period (1603-
1868). The flowers bloom before the leaves come out. They’re very gorgeous and it blooms even while
it is still young. This type of tree is so popular that when we speak of sakura in general, it is safe to say
we are referring to the someiyoshino tree. Some 80% of Japanese cherry blossom trees are this type.

Someiyoshino cherry trees are very gorgeous, but they can easily become diseased, and they
have a short lifespan. There are times during cherry blossom viewing when people with bad manners
break branches to take them home. Disease can enter the broken places and the tree ends up dying.
Let's never do things like break branches or hurt the trees.

By the way, Japanese cherry trees were presented as a gift to the United States in 1912 and
were planted on the banks of the Potomac River in Washington DC. Once each year, there are events
like selecting Ms. Cherry Blossom and parades.

In the next issue, we will introduce to you the history of the cherry blossoms in Washington DC.
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Kanji in Focus

The following are a selection of the kanji found in this story. The underlined reading is probably the most used.

2\ Y4

il

Ao -3 Kb
cherry

r&<B

1% cherry trees at even-

ing

il

Rl

bough; branch; twig

ZTED

;5. edamame (green soy-

beans)

4

Bl

I N HBEDH
DAY

full; fullness
SEA

A dissatisfaction; dis-

pleasure

il

vay - L
bloom; blossom

N

Y BeE comeback (e.g.
in business); second
blooming

It

il

haA -V - UOBE -
V513 - H< - HiTD
open; unfold

NEo

BH%& development

il

Yy -amy - HLy
inter-; mutual— together;
minister of state

AL XD

4 #8  Foreign Minister

At

il

DarR-aw-C¢
/~\:% - :tzs\;< - :t‘i
<¢

longevity; one’s natural life
T L

737 sushi

) 4

Bl

e

discuss; talk

Z9712h

FH#% consultation; discus-

sion

=
il

A4 =237 -L\DBE

fate; command
MHLY
HF A8 revolution

&

ADINGS

OxY kX -EU-E
ULL - EUND

i

loneliness; quietly
HFn <

B silence; stillness;

quietness
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D= AN VA ¥ 0¥ 3)
plant

WL k<

FEHE transplanting (plants)

a-fzxa- "<
species; kind; class; variety; seed
Ly bW

FE¥E variety; kind; type

LA - =<

sort; kind; variety

CAbn

AJH mankind; humanity

39 -
leaf
NP

5% language; words; phrases

Bk Mk R b | T

) )0 3 6 3 6

PR

splendor; flower; luster
Hp 9D

¥ Chinese food; China
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Do you have any questions? Anything confusing? Feel
free to email me (Clay) at clay@thejapanshop.com with any
questions, comments, or suggestions.

Do you have ideas to make Makoto better? We'd love to
hear from you. Did something particularly help you? Love
to hear that as well.

What to experience even more Makoto? Learn about our
new Makoto+ membership. Download the latest issue or ac-
cess web-based back issues. All this and more starting at
only $3. Go to: www.thejapanesepage.com/makoto now!

Clay & Yumi

DOWNLOAD THE MP3s OF THE READER FOR THIS ISSUE:
https://www.thejapanesepage.com/makoto25
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